
Understanding Sustainability 
Frameworks



What are they?

Why are industries developing them?

The role of NRM regions in achieving the targets

Sustainability Frameworks



Australian Dairy Sustainability Framework

Developed through 
internal and external 

stakeholder consultation



Underpinned by BMPs, tools and guidelines

....“the Australian dairy 
industry is the first industry 
to be deemed a sustainable 
supplier at a country level 
by Unilever”



Key drivers

Investors, customers, insurers and communities 
increasingly want to know:

1. What are we doing to maintain and enhance our 
natural capital and reduce our off farm impact?

2. How are we measuring our progress?

3. Are we addressing climate risk?



Investors



Customers: Unilever’s story

Sustainable Living brands 
delivered more than 60 percent 
of Unilever’s growth in 2016.

“Our results show that 
sustainability is good for 
business, with increasing 
evidence that our ‘sustainable 
living brands’ do better,” said 
Paul Polman, CEO of Unilever



Why collaborate?

Common targets
• 80% of Australian dairy farmers use 

nutrient management plans by 2020
• 90% exclusion of stock from waterways 

by 2020
• 80% managing land for conservation and 

biodiversity

Evidenced based metrics ‐ BMPS that 
work

Technical support

Reporting

Bega/Tatura regularly assess 
sustainability practices of their 
suppliers

Bakes family: 
Parmalat 
Sustainability 
Framework project

Lion work with Landcare 
Australia Ltd



Better outcomes

Regional NRM has:



www.sustainabledairyoz.com.au/
www.dairyingfortomorrow.com
www.dairyclimatetoolkit.com.au


