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Our collective dilemma……

The Earth is currently experiencing the sixth major extinction event 
in the history of life on this planet.  More than 36% of assessed 
species are facing extinction!!

Over the last 200 years in Australia we have lost some 115 species 
native plants and animal

60% of coral reefs globally could be lost by 2050 (or even earlier)

“Australia has had the third highest cumulative loss of soil organic 
carbon in the world…………….…
Regenerative management practices are restoring soil function 
locally, but adoption is not yet widespread. Groundcover targets 
have not been met, and monitoring is identifying where improved 
protection from wind erosion is needed” (State of the Environment 
Report, 2022)

Land degradation costs in Queensland alone are in excess of $2B/yr.



Community
Landholders, Custodians, Traditional Owners

everyone

Government
Local Government / Local Government Associations, State Government, 

Australian Government

Volunteer 

Groups
Landcare, 

Friends of..

Regional NRM 

Organisations

Industry 

Bodies
NFF, 

Commodity 

Groups

Environmental 

Groups
Nature Conservancy,

Conservation Groups, 

WWF

Natural Resource Management

Natural Resource Management
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Who are NRM stakeholders? 



Been around since the mid-1990s.

Australia has 54 regional natural resource management (NRM) organisations covering:

• Land

• Waterways & Estuarine, and

• Coastal & Marine areas 

All 54 regional NRM organisations are governed by a Board of Directors

Appointed by State/Territory (Statutory Authorities): 

• South Australia

• New South Wales

• Victoria

• Tasmania

• Torres Strait Regional Authority

Elected by community / members (Not-for-Profits):

• Western Australia

• Queensland

• Northern Territory

• Ocean Watch (National Marine NRM established by seafood industry)

Australian Government:

• ACT government is regional NRM for that Territory (has advisory committee)

T
h

e
 N

R
M

 R
e

g
io

n
a

l 
M

o
d

e
l



Roles of Regional NRM Organisations

Regional NRM organisations build partnerships with a diverse range of other delivery partners to integrate activities 
that are delivered in a place, whether that be a catchment, sub-catchment (major waterway), or a farm:

√  Natural disaster recovery
√  Weed management
√  Feral animal control      
√  Habitat restoration
√  Revegetation / Tree planting    
√  Fire management
√  Carbon sequestration (carbon farming) 
√  Water quality programs  
√  Monitoring and data collection   
√  River and creek line restoration 
√ Coastal / marine habitat restoration  
√  Sediment/erosion control works 
√  Property management planning   
√  Advocacy   
√  Policy development  
√  Regional NRM Planning    



The “value” of regional NRM plans in driving place-based solutions





Our role with the National Soil Monitoring Program

Benefits of regional NRM involvement:

• We cover the whole country including many regional and remote 

locations.

• Potentially aligns with existing soils projects (or new ones funded under 

the Climate-Smart Sustainable Agriculture NHT theme).

• Continues to build soils expertise in regional NRM organisations (adds to 

our value proposition).

• Adds to our service offer to farmers and contributes to conversations 

about our other projects/initiatives and ties this into a farming systems 

approach.

• Builds relationship with CSIRO (State Agencies and Soils Science Australia), 

and continues to build network of farmers and other relevant service 

providers.



Any Questions?

Contact:

Chris Norman 
Mobile: 0419 790 943
Email: chris@nrmrq.org.au 

mailto:chris@nrmrq.org.au
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